Abstract 
Introduction: Every child has the right to education, regardless of the severity of their disability. However, children with severe disabilities are still largely excluded from education. Globally, there is a lack of research on education for severely disabled children (SDC), particularly in low- and middle-income countries. Current educational approaches often focus on inclusive education (IE), which primarily targets children with mild to moderate disabilities.

Method: This study delves deeper into this issue by conducting twelve semi-structured interviews with partner organizations of the Liliane Foundation in Kenya, Cameroon, Rwanda, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. The interviews provide insight into the educational practices and help identify contextual factors that contribute to effective education for SDC.

Results: The interviews reveal that IE, as currently implemented in these contexts, often falls short for SDC. In practice, this approach frequently proves unsuitable due to the lack of individual support and specialized knowledge among general education teachers. In contrast, alternative approaches appear to be more effective when certain key factors are addressed, such as reducing stigma in the community, fostering a positive attitude among teachers, promoting strong collaboration with parents, providing sufficient individual attention, and integrating rehabilitation into the educational program. These elements significantly improve both the accessibility and quality of education for SDC in these contexts. 

